Rules
•

All students will be seated on the stage. The order of seats will be randomly
chosen the afternoon of the spelling bee.

•

Students will be called one at a time to the microphone. A word will be
announced for the student to spell. An example sentence using the word in
context will also be given.

•

The student must first say the word out loud, then spell the word clearly, and
then say the word again. For example, if the word “school” is given, the
student must say, “School. S-C-H-O-O-L School.”. By first repeating the
word, the student lets the judges know he/she correctly heard the word.
Then by repeating the word again at the end, the student indicates he/she is
finished.

•

No outside help from other students or audience members is allowed. The
student on stage must spell the word entirely on his/her own. While a
student is on stage, all other students and audience members are expected
to maintain complete and total silence. In addition, audience members
should refrain from any indication that the student has made an error. This
might give the student an unfair advantage. Judges reserve the right to ask
parents to move out of the line of site of their student or to leave the
gymnasium if necessary.

•

Students may ask the announcer to repeat the word. In round 3 or later,
they may ask for information about the word to include the linguistic origin,
the definition, or the part of speech. The student must be specific about
their request.
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•

There is a time limit of one minute from the moment the word is announced
for the student to finish spelling the word.

•

1st grade students who are nervous may be accompanied onto the stage by
an adult. However, the adult may not help the child spell the word.

•

If a student spells his/her word correctly, he/she advances to the next round.
If a student spells his/her word incorrectly, he/she is eliminated from the
spelling bee. However, everyone walks away with a friendly round of
applause and a ribbon.

•

At the beginning of each grade level bee, we will continue to give the
students an opportunity to step up to the microphone and practice a word.
This year we will be using words from one grade level lower to practice. This
first round is to practice the steps and help each student gain confidence. We
will then move onto words from their specific study list.

•

When a word is spelled incorrectly, that same word will be given to the next
contestant. Starting in Round 3, if multiple contestants in a row all spell the
same word incorrectly, then the word is discarded, the contestants will be
invited back to the stage, and a new word will be given. The number of
contestants that must spell a word incorrectly in order to be invited back up
varies. The judges will determine the number based on the round and
number of students in the round.

•

Words will progressively get more challenging from one round to the next.

•

If a student feels an alternate spelling exists for a word, they may appeal to
the judges. The chair will consult Webster’s Third New International
Dictionary and its addenda section, copyright 2002, Merriam Webster for the
final decision. If the speller’s spelling is listed in the named dictionary, the
speller will be invited back if all the following is met:
o
o
o
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1) the pronunciations of the words are identical,
2) the definitions of the words are identical and
3) the words are clearly identified as being standard variants of each
other. This year’s study guides include variants to allow for these
choices. (Example: theater or theatre).

